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August  24, 2025 

Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith” 

 

Rev. Raphael Zwolenkiewicz, OFM Conv, Pastor      
Fr. Kevin Schindler-McGraw, OFM Conv, Parochial Vicar; Fr. Luke Vu, OFM Conv, Parochial Vicar; 

 Deacon Martin J. Leach ● Deacon John A. Mignano ●  Deacon Timothy L. Moore  ● Deacon Burton J. Rigley 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES     
Saturdays 4:00 pm 
Sundays    7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
Mon-Fri    8:00 am (Except First Fridays - 9:30 am) 

LIVE STREAM MASS ON  
www.Transfigchurch.com and Facebook  

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays 3:00 pm - 3:45 pm 
BAPTISMS 
Please call the Parish Office to register. 
MATRIMONY 
Six months advance notice required. Please call the parish office. 
FUNERALS 
Please contact the funeral home of your choice and then the parish 
office. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, YOUTH MINISTRY & RCIA  
Director of Religious Education: Wendy Estrada 
(510) 537-1502     ReligiousEd@TransfigCV.org 
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:  
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Director: Alexander Katsman  
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302    Music@TransfigCV.org 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 
Eucharistic Ministers 
Coordinators: Elmer & Puri Serrano 
eserrano76@gmail.com 
 

Lectors for Weekend Masses  
Coordinator: Barbara Mehan  
Lector.Weekend@TransfigCV.org 
 

Lectors for Weekday Masses  
Coordinator: Mike Dresen 
Lector.Weekday@TransfigCV.org 
 

Altar Servers 
Coordinator: Vivian Zaleski 
Altar.Server@TransfigCV.org    
                                                                                                              
PARISH OFFICE 

Hours: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, Monday - Wednesday (until further notice) 
            (Closed for lunch 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm) 
Sharon Sangco, Business & Facilities Manager 
                           Sharon@TransfigCV.org 
Phyllis Moore, Bookkeeper - Rectory.Office@TransfigCV.org 
Elmer Serrano, Secretary - Rectory.Office@TransfigCV.org 

Saint Vincent de Paul Help Line:   510-274-0830 

For Clergy visit during Out of Hours and Emergencies, please call 510-537-0806 Ext. 109 



 

We extend a warm welcome to new parishion-
ers. Please pick up a registration form at the 
vestibule of the church and return it to the Par-
ish Office. This helps us to serve you better. 

Monday evening, August 25, 2025 in the 
Marian room, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Please   arrange 
Zoom connectivity with Mike Dresen at bi-
blestudy@transfigcv.org if attending remote-
ly.  Free will offering. 

 
 

August 24, 2025 
 

My brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 

It’s always good to reflect upon the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
the many Liturgical Celebrations in her honor. Today, I would 
like to bring to everyone’s attention The Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. This special title given to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was recognized this past Friday, August 22nd. 
 

The Queenship of Mary has deep roots in our Catholic Faith and 
Tradition. It is celebrated in relation to the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as we all know, is cel-
ebrated as a Holy Day of Obligation on August 15th . Having 
just celebrated the Assumption followed by The Queenship of 
Mary, the Church emphasizes the special place that Mary has in 
heaven as Queen of Heaven and Earth. 
 

Since Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords seated on 
His throne at the right hand of the Father in Heaven, and since 
his mother was assumed into Heaven, body and soul, The 
Queenship of Mary follows naturally. It celebrates the fact that, 
in Heaven, Jesus’ mother is seated on a throne next to Her Son. 
The Queenship of Mary was first celebrated on May 31st, which 
naturally followed the celebration of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. It was only in 1969 that this celebration was moved to 
August 22nd, eight days after the Solemnity of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary so that an octave (8 days) would be 
created and there would be a natural progression from the As-
sumption to the Queenship of Mary. As Queen and Mother, 
Mary intercedes for us to her Son. As intercessor, from her 
throne in heaven nothing pleases her more than to pour out upon 
us every good thing so that one day we can all be together in 
heaven. 
 

My friends, we not only have a Mother in heaven, but we have a 
Queen Mother. With Mary as the Queen Mother of God and our 
mother, let’s turn to her with childlike faith and simplicity. Let 
us approach Mary, our Mother. Let us recognize Mary as our 
protectress, our refuge, and our hope. Let’s thank God for the 
gift of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Moth-
er today and always. 
 

The Church, having celebrated The Queenship of Mary, invites 
us we personally recognize Mary’s role in the Church and in our 
personal lives. With great frequency we are invited to turn to 
Mary, to seek her prayers, to rely upon her intercession, and to 
honor her as Mother and Queen. She is Our Queen Mother. 
Why not offer this prayer at your convenience…. 
 

Prayer: Mother and Queen of Heaven, this day I run to you as 
a child with confidence and trust. You are the glorious Queen 
Mother, reigning over all of your children with love and mercy. 
Please pray for me and bestow upon me all that I need. I open 
my heart to the grace of your Son, which you are entrusted to 
dispense. Make me holy and free from sin, so you can present 
me, spotless and pure, to your beloved Son, the King of the Uni-
verse. Queen of Heaven, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

Fr. Raphael 
Please Note! 

The Rectory Office will be close on Monday, Sept. 1, 
2025 in observation of Labor Day Holiday. 

Thank you! 

 

August 24, 2025 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Luke 13:22-30 
 
I’ve been hiking Camelback Mountain in Phoenix, Ari-
zona most of my life. It is a vigorous forty-five minutes 
to the top. Near the peak, the end suddenly appears much 
further away, and steeper. At that moment, a descending 
hiker often offers encouragement: “Keep going! The 
peak is right there. It’s not as far as it looks. You can do 
it!” It usually works. After another five minute push, you 
summit and enjoy a glorious panorama of the Sonoran 
Desert in the Valley of the Sun. 
 

When Jesus is asked about how many people are saved, 
he says: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate” (Luke 
13:24). How many? Strive! Focus on your journey. What 
does heavenly census taking have to do with you or me? 
How would it help a hiker on a mountain to ask the oth-
ers coming down, “How many people are going to make 
it to the top?” A normal response would be something 
like: “How is that a relevant question? Carry on!”  
 

Jesus links one virtue directly to salvation: perseverance 
(cf. Matt 24:13; hypomone in Greek). Strive! Endure! 
Keep going! The one absolutely necessary virtue is per-
severance, to not give up on our journey. The mountain 
we struggle to climb is often our own weakness, failures, 
and sins. Persevere in prayer. Keep celebrating the sacra-
ments. Embrace daily duties. With God’s grace, you are 
strong enough to keep going. Perhaps the peak is not as 
far away as you might fear. Keep going! 
   

— Father John Muir 

©LPi 

Stewardship Corner 
The collection total for the weekends of    
 

          August 23rd thru August 24th —  $9,688.89 
                           Assumption of Mary — $1,357.00 
                       
 

Bishop’s Ministries Appeal:  $11,709.00    34.85%                      

(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)  

 Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of provid-
ing for the upkeep of out parish community. 

Save the Date 
 

Italian Catholic Federation (ICF) of Castro Valley 
Branch #343 will be hosting a ‘Bites & Bingo’ fund-
raiser on Saturday, Sept. 13, from 11:30-2:30 at Our 
Lady of Grace. 



TODAY’S READINGS  
First Reading —  Isaiah 66:18-21 
Psalm — 117 
Second Reading —  Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 
Gospel —  Luke 13:21-30 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass 
© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Cor-
poration. All rights reserved. 
 

May your words, O Lord, be in my thoughts, on my 
lips, and in my heart. May they guide my life and 
keep me near to you.  

Mass Intentions  (Aug 23, 2025—Aug 29, 2025) 

Sat.               4:00 p.m.        Bashir Khanbhai 

Sun.              7:30 a.m.          Spcl Int Donald Lalonde 
                     9:00 a.m.        For The People 
                   11:00 a.m.          Maria Luisa Enriquez 
Mon.            8:00 a.m.        Spcl Int Connie Lucas 
Tues.            8:00 a.m.        Spcl Int Lucas Santos 
Wed.            8:00 a.m.        Marguerite Bachand 
Thur.            8:00 a.m.        Spcl Int Lucas Santos                   
Fri.               8:00 a.m.        Manuel, Francesca, Joe                    

                                            Costa and All Souls 

Music Ministry News  

Our wonderful Adult Choir will be back after the 
summer break in the end of August and we are look-
ing for new choir members! We are a friendly and 
supportive group and would love you to join us in 
inspiring and uplifting experience of praising God in 
song!  We rehearse on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
sing on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Mass.  If you never 
tried or if you haven’t sung in a choir in a while this 
would be a great time to join Transfiguration Adult 
Choir!  Reading the music is not required.  Please 
contact Alex Katsman, the Music Ministry Director, 
by email at music@transfigcv.org 
 

You can also leave a message at (510) 538-7941, 
ext.302 or see our musicians at the church on a 
weekend.  We are looking forward to meeting you! 
 

If you are a high school/college person who likes to 
sing we want to hear from you too!   
 

If you play an instrument and would like to be a part 
of the Music Ministry at Transfiguration we would 
like to invite you also!  Please contact Alex for fur-
ther details. 

Credit, Debit and Electronic               
Check Offerings 

If you would like to make your Sunday offering by credit 
or debit card or, electronic check, please go to our web-
site: transfigchurch.com and click on the “Donate” tab. 
Please call the office for further assistance if needed. 

Coffee and Donuts  
Mario & Lilia Fabian will be hosting coffee 
and  donuts this Sunday after the 9:00 a.m 
Mass. Stop by and enjoy the fellowship. 

Mission Appeal 
This weekend August 23 & 24 is designated Mission 
Appeal for Transfiguration Church. Fr. Mansuetus Se-
tonga from the Diocese of Same in Tanzania will be 
speaking in all Masses on this weekend. Thank You!!! 

“Bites & Bingo” Fundraiser 
Join the Italian Catholic Federation (ICF) of 
Castro Valley Branch #343 for “Bites & Bin-
go” on Saturday, September 21, from 11:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace. 
 
Enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres, desserts, and 
five bingo games for $30 per person ($15 for 
children under 12). Win cash, gifts, and raffle 
prizes! 
 
Proceeds support seminarians, fund Thalasse-
mia research, and provide scholarships. Pick 
up a flyer at the back of the church or contact 
Ed/Allison McGuirk at 925-285-0976 or 
mcguirk4@aol.com for details. 



READY TO START YOUR HOME REMODEL?
Specializing in Kitchen and Bathroom Remodels

510.304.8378
www.newgenbuilder.com | moreno39ng@outlook.com

CSLB# 1000571	 BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE SINCE 2006� Castro Valley, CA

LDJJ Sell Homes
Your East Bay Realtors

lauradaniellesellhomes.com (415) 827-7788
Laura, Danielle, Jeffrey and Julia

DRE #01322466

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Transfiguration Church, Castro Valley, CA              A 4C 05-4164

LIFE IS BETTER when everyone feels 
connected,engaged, and appreciated

• Home care services for the 
elderly and all ages
• Care services available from 
a few hours to 24/7
• Person-centered care plans and 
caregiver matching
• Caregivers background-
checked and trained

Let our family care
for yours.TM

Now hiring Caregivers (FT/PT)

Start with an evaluation today.
hwcg.com/castro-valley • 510-803-6030

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

DeerCreek 
Funeral

& cremation services

Jay Spencer 

Director

(510) 317-7890
DeerCreek2965@gmail.com

Your Local Bay Area RealtorYour Local Bay Area Realtor

Jon Meyers
510.882.0091

Jonmeyers@kw.com
Lic. 02118386

2569 Castro Valley Blvd.
581-7633

Castro Valley, CA


