
Church of the TransĮguraƟon 
4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552-4908 

(510) 538-7941  Fax (510) 538-7983     E-mail: Rectory.Oĸce@TransĮgCV.org    website: www.TransĮgChurch.com 

October  19, 2025 

Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith” 

 

Rev. Raphael Zwolenkiewicz, OFM Conv, Pastor      
Fr. Kevin Schindler-McGraw, OFM Conv, Parochial Vicar; Fr. Luke Vu, OFM Conv, Parochial Vicar; 

 Deacon Martin J. Leach ● Deacon John A. Mignano ●  Deacon Timothy L. Moore  ● Deacon Burton J. Rigley 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES     
Saturdays 4:00 pm 
Sundays    7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
Mon-Fri    8:00 am (Except First Fridays - 9:30 am) 

LIVE STREAM MASS ON  
www.Transfigchurch.com and Facebook  

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays 3:00 pm - 3:45 pm 
BAPTISMS 
Please call the Parish Office to register. 
MATRIMONY 
Six months advance notice required. Please call the parish office. 
FUNERALS 
Please contact the funeral home of your choice and then the parish 
office. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, YOUTH MINISTRY & RCIA  
Director of Religious Education: Wendy Estrada 
(510) 537-1502     ReligiousEd@TransfigCV.org 
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:  
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Director: Alexander Katsman  
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302    Music@TransfigCV.org 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 
Eucharistic Ministers 
Coordinators: Elmer & Puri Serrano 
eserrano76@gmail.com 
 

Lectors for Weekend Masses  
Coordinator: Barbara Mehan  
Lector.Weekend@TransfigCV.org 
 

Lectors for Weekday Masses  
Coordinator: Mike Dresen 
Lector.Weekday@TransfigCV.org 
 

Altar Servers 
Coordinator: Vivian Zaleski 
Altar.Server@TransfigCV.org    
                                                                                                              
PARISH OFFICE 

Hours: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, Monday - Wednesday (until further notice) 
            (Closed for lunch 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm) 
Sharon Sangco, Business & Facilities Manager 
                           Sharon@TransfigCV.org 
Phyllis Moore, Bookkeeper - Rectory.Office@TransfigCV.org 
Elmer Serrano, Secretary - Rectory.Office@TransfigCV.org 

Saint Vincent de Paul Help Line:   510-274-0830 

For Clergy visit during Out of Hours and Emergencies, please call 510-537-0806 Ext. 109 



 

Your Prayers Are Requested for the      
Repose of: 

 

Shirley Wensler 

Congratulations to the parents of: 
 

Priscilla Jean Bribiesca 
 

were baptized at Transfiguration 
on October 12, 2025 

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit”) 
 

WINGS is a faith enhancement group that encourages 
Spiritual growth through prayer, scripture study,   Cat-
echesis, life sharing and community. 
 

Our meeting will be at the Transfiguration Church 
Hall.  

Next Meeting:  Thursday, Nov. 6,  2025 
                         9:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

          Speaker:   Kathy Coffey 
              Topic:   TBA  
 

For further information or, if you would like to attend, 
please contact:  Rose Anne Ryken        
                       RARYKEN39@gmail.com 

Advent 2025 
For Christians, Advent is not meant to be a time of pas-
sive waiting, but rather of hopeful preparation for the 
coming of the Lord. This Advent, the Women’s Bible 
Study will be using Bishop Robert Barron’s Word on 
Fire Advent Gospel Reflections.  This devotional book-
let features the full Gospel reading for each day of Ad-
vent, a daily reflection from Bishop Barron, space for 
journaling and answering reflection questions, and more!  
 

We will meet on Tuesdays at 7PM in Stack Center to dis-
cuss the week’s reflections and to watch a video that will 
help us enter more deeply into the prayerful nature of the 
season. We will begin on Tuesday November 25 and go 
through December 16.  Cost is $3.  Please sign up with 
Jay in the OLG Office at 510-537-0806 by Monday No-
vember 3rd. 

Stewardship Corner 
The collection total for the weekends of : 

         Oct. 11th thru Oct. 12th  —  $7,094.00  
 

                      St. Vincent de Paul — $829.00                                                   

Bishop’s Ministries Appeal:  $21,229.00    63.18%                      
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal) 

 Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of 
providing for the upkeep of out parish community. 

Bingo and Dinner Fundraiser  
Tickets are on Sale Now 

 

 Date: October 25, 2025 @ 5:00 pm at Transfig 

    uration’s Parish Hall. 
 Dinner tickets are $45.00 each and include one 

    bingo card. 
 50/50 raffle tickets are $5.00 each. Winners need 

    not be present. 
 Tickets are sold on a “First come, first served”  
    basis. 
 Please make checks payable to St. Vincent  
    de Paul. 
 

100% of the proceeds will go directly to helping people 
in need in our local community. Please join us and sup-
port this worthy event! 

OLG School News 
As fall begins, the energy continues to flow at OLG. As I have 
mentioned before, we do what we do because of YOU, the pa-
rishioners at Transfiguration and Our Lady of Grace parishes, 
THE Catholic Community of Castro Valley. 
 

September saw the start of a new school year with a lot of par-
ent and student activity directed towards the Castro Valley Fes-
tival and our own parish and school Festival. I hope that you 
had a chance to enjoy! 
 

I am also proud to report that our math and language scores 
continue to be in the top ten for all diocesan schools. The prep-
aration that our students receive is second to none and it really 
does hurt to have to turn students away. 
 

Unfortunately, our tuition is a deterrent to many families. That 
is where YOU come in. If you are able to “adopt a student,” I 
am happy to facilitate that process. 
 

We depend on the generosity of ALL parishioners, of course, 
but there are some out there whom God calls to “do more,” and 
I am thrilled to be able to accept a student thanks to someone 
responding to this invitation. Just last month an OLG parish 
member “adopted” a student in kindergarten and the child is 
flourishing. I am grateful beyond 

words. 
 

So, I’d like to invite YOU to do the same: Send a check to my 
attention to the school and I assure you that it will be put to-
good use. All persons who donate $5,000 or more will be as-
signed to a student and will have an opportunity to meet them 
sometime after the December holy days. 
 

I am so very grateful to all of you! 
 

Gena McGowan, Principal 

St. Masimilian Kolbe Columbiettes  
New Member Initiation 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Our Lady of Grace Church Stack Center  

Main Auditorium 

3433 Somerset 
Castro Valley, CA  94546 

 

Your Prayers Are Requested for the      
Repose of: 

 

Robert Julio Ferraris, Sr. 
(Funeral Mass: Friday Oct. 24 10am) 



TODAY’S READINGS  
First Reading —  Exodus 17:8-13 

Psalm — 121 

Second Reading —  2 Timothy 3:14—4:2 

Gospel —  Luke 18:1-8 

The English translaƟon of the Psalm Responses from the LecƟonary for Mass 
© 1969, 1981, 1997, InternaƟonal Commission on English in the Liturgy Cor-
poraƟon. All rights reserved. 
 

May your words, O Lord, be in my thoughts, on my 

lips, and in my heart. May they guide my life and 

keep me near to you.  

Mass Intentions  (Oct 18, 2025—Oct 24, 2025) 

Sat.               4:00 p.m.        Chester & Ann Kuta 

Sun.              7:30 a.m.          Spcl Int George and 

                                            Mary Jane Thoimpson 

                     9:00 a.m.        For The People 

                   11:00 a.m.           Nunzio Parisi 
Mon.            8:00 a.m.         Spcl Int Rui Pita and 

                                             Family 

Tues.            8:00 a.m.         Anselmo Lucas 

Wed.            8:00 a.m.         Spcl Int Silva Family 

Thur.            8:00 a.m.         Liz Lison 

Fri.               8:00 a.m.         Spcl Int Lucas Santos 

Monday evening, Oct. 20, 2025 in the Marian 
room, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Please   arrange Zoom 
connectivity with Mike Dresen at bibles-
tudy@transfigcv.org if attending remotely.  Free 
will offering. 

October 19, 2025  

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Luke 18:1-8 

A woman in my parish has an adult son who has rejected 
his faith. She prays for him every day. She lights candles, 
says rosaries, and asks God again and again to bring him 
back. But nothing changes. Is God listening? Is He delay-
ing? She told me once that she feels like the widow in Je-
sus’ strange parable — crying out for justice, but hearing 
only silence. And yet, she said, she is at peace. I asked 
why. She responded, “God is already answering. I just 
can’t see it yet.” 

She embodies something of the mystery in Jesus’ parable 
this week in Luke 18. A powerless widow demands justice 
from a corrupt judge. This isn’t about wearing God down 
until He gives in. It’s about faith in the justice that is al-
ready coming. The widow isn’t just persistent; she believes 
that justice is inevitable. And when Jesus points to the 
judge’s words — his fear of being “struck” — He hints at 
something deeper: God’s justice does not creep in gradual-
ly. It strikes. It comes like lightning. 
Blessed Mary is, of course, the ultimate widow demanding 
justice. At the foot of the cross she stands before what 
looks like the ultimate injustice — the brutal execution of 
her son. But she did not despair. She did not beg for a last-
minute rescue. She knew that justice was not delayed. In 
fact, it was happening. The power of the cross was already 
unleashing justice upon the world — suddenly, decisively, 
like a blow that would topple every corrupt power, making 
even the most corrupt fear her strike.  
This parable asks us: will the Son of Man find faith on 
earth? Or will we mistake God’s silence for absence? The 
cross proves that justice is not slow. It is only hidden. The 
lightning has already struck. In the cross, justice is speedi-
ly being done.  
— Father John Muir 

Welcome Back Parents, Guardians,  
and Students! 

Faith Formation classes for Grades 1st–8th  

have started.  
 

If you are still interested in joining, please  
contact Wendy Estrada to check for availability. 

Confirmation Classes (Year One and Year 
Two) will begin on Sunday, October 19th. 

We look forward to growing in faith together this 
year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact   
Wendy Estrada at: 

  religioused@transfigcv.org or  510-537-1502 

 

A special thank you to the Hom Family and Maria 
Ruggeri for all their support with the classroom  

setup—we truly appreciate your help!  



READY TO START YOUR HOME REMODEL?

Specializing in Kitchen and Bathroom Remodels

510.304.8378
www.newgenbuilder.com | moreno39ng@outlook.com

CSLB# 1000571	 BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE SINCE 2006� Castro Valley, CA

LDJJ Sell Homes
Your East Bay Realtors

lauradaniellesellhomes.com (415) 827-7788

Laura, Danielle, Jeffrey and Julia

DRE #01322466

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Trans�guration Church, Castro Valley, CA              A 4C 05-4164

LIFE IS BETTER when everyone feels 
connected,engaged, and appreciated

• Home care services for the 
elderly and all ages

• Care services available from 

a few hours to 24/7

• Person-centered care plans and 

caregiver matching

• Caregivers background-

checked and trained

Let our family care
for yours.TM

Now hiring Caregivers (FT/PT)

Start with an evaluation today.
hwcg.com/castro-valley • 510-803-6030

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

DeerCreek 

Funeral

& cremation services

Jay Spencer 

Director

(510) 317-7890

DeerCreek2965@gmail.com

Your Local Bay Area Realtor
Your Local Bay Area Realtor

Jon Meyers

510.882.0091

Jonmeyers@kw.com
Lic. 02118386

2569 Castro Valley Blvd.

581-7633

Castro Valley, CA


